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1. Aims
The aims of the academy uniform policy are to:

- explain the academy’s rationale for rules around appearance
- clearly set out uniform requirements at Magna Academy
- state various responsibilities
- outline cost considerations in order that the uniform is reasonable and affordable
- outline arrangements for nearly new uniform/pre-owned

2. Rationale for academy uniform
Our academy’s uniform policy promotes the ethos of the academy, central to this is; self-worth, a
sense of belonging and high aspirations. We only insist on three specific branded items, our Magna
blazer and tie and our Magna PE polo shirt. We have made a purposeful decision that all other
clothing must be non-branded in order to prevent apparent inequalities and promote cohesion. This
removes all barriers when accessing the very best teaching and learning opportunities at Magna. All
non-branded items can be purchased from many high street shops, including supermarkets, making
items more accessible and affordable to families.

The academy recognises that having a uniform plays a key role in:
- promoting the ethos of the academy
- providing a sense of belonging and identity
- setting an appropriate tone for high quality education to take place
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In developing and implementing our uniform policy we have also considered the following:

A sense of belonging
Uniform provides a sense of belonging and identity which promotes a sense of self-worth. It sets the
appropriate tone for education where high standards and high aspirations lead to positive outcomes.

Safety
If all the students in our academy wear a clearly recognisable uniform, it is easy to identify
strangers. On the way to and from the Academy it also affords a degree of safety as the students
are part of a large body of young people who will look out for each other.

Preparation for the future
Many jobs require staff to wear a uniform and even if there isn’t a uniform there is often a dress
code. Uniform helps young people to get used to dressing to a prescribed standard. It also helps
them know the difference between formal and informal dress.

Value for money
Good quality academy uniforms are a relatively inexpensive way of dressing young people and
many of our items can be purchased from high street shops, including super markets, at competitive
prices. The three branded items help foster the sense of belonging with our academy and have
been benchmarked against other uniform providers in terms of offering good value for money and
quality.

Relieves students from fashion pressure
An academy uniform eliminates the peer pressure to wear the latest fashions or other expensive
clothes and accessories.

Ready to learn
Putting on the uniform is a signal that students are engaged, ready to work hard and learn.

Raising aspirations
Students tell us that if they look ‘smart’, then they will have greater self-worth and this helps them to
work with real purpose to achieve their aspirations.

3. Legislation, guidance and considerations
When making decisions about our uniform policy, Magna Academy will:

- follow statutory Department for Education guidance
- make sure uniform costs are reasonable, affordable to all and good value for money
- avoid discriminating against those who share particular protected characteristics
- consider our obligations under the Human Rights Act 1998 and the Equality Act 2010.
- take steps to remove unnecessary branded items and allow more high-street options
- consider the environmental impact of manufacturing our uniform
- make sure the provision of nearly-new uniform is available
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4. Responsibilities
In reviewing and developing our uniform policy, Magna Academy will:

- periodically consult parents/carers and students regarding the cost of the uniform
- determine criteria for the remission of the cost of the uniform for eligible students, for

example those in receipt of pupil premium funding

The principal will:
- ensure that the requirements are published to parents/carers, students and staff
- ensure that the requirements and policies on cost and remission of cost are clearly set out

on the Academy website
- determine the action to be taken for breaches and non-compliance of the uniform policy

Parents/carers will:
- ensure students have the correct uniform, including PE Kit.
- contribute to our nearly-new/pre-owned uniform store by donating uniform once a child has

left the academy or grown out of clothing

Students will:
- ensure minimum uniform requirements are kept at all times, this includes on the journey to

and from the academy

5. Uniform requirements
A full detailed outline of the academy uniform requirements is on the academy website. If there are
any doubts about the uniform parents/carers should refer to the uniform requirements below or are
encouraged to ask prior to any purchase. This includes hair colour and style.

Full Uniform List

Uniform Acceptable Not acceptable

Blazer* ● Magna Academy Blazer* ● No blazer
● Rolled up sleeves
● Any garment other than academy

jumper and shirt underneath

Jumper^
(Optional)

● Magna Academy V-neck jumper*
● Any plain black V-neck jumper

● Sweatshirt
● Fleece
● Tracksuit
● Hooded top
● Waistcoat
● Cardigan

Trousers ● Plain black
● Tailored
● Full length (no skin shown at the

ankle)
● Belts should be plain black,

inclusive of the buckle

● Fashion trousers
(denim/corduroy/other
materials/hipsters/flares/wide
bottoms/ bootlegs/skinny
trousers/lycra)

● Tight fitting
● Studs, visible buttons or trimmings
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● Shorts
● Stretchy material
● Leggings

Skirts ● Plain black skirt
● Vent worn at the back
● Sits on the knee
https://www.marksandspencer.com/senior-girl
s-long-pencil-skirt/p/clp60100363?color=BLA
CK

● Skirts made from stretchy material
● Rolled up skirts
● Skirts with slits worn anywhere but the

back
● No pleats

Shirt ● Plain white collared shirt
● Can be either short or long sleeved
● Tucked in with the top button fastened

● Casual/fashion shirt/Polo shirt
● Shirt worn without a tie or with tie

tucked in
● Sports/hooded tops or coloured

t-shirts under shirts
● Shirts worn outside trousers
● Exposed midriff

Tie* ● Magna Academy clip on tie ● Ties that are not clip on or where the
clip has broken off – these must be
replaced immediately

Shoes ● Plain black leather or leather look,
flat shoes

● Laces, soles and stitching must be
black

● Trainers (even if black)
● Skate shoes
● Sandals
● Boots
● Fashion/coloured shoes
● Flip flops
● Coloured/Fluorescent laces.
● Canvas/fabric shoes or pumps
● Trimmings i.e. buckles, labels, tags or

decorations
● High heels/stilettos/platforms/ wedges
● Sandals/slingbacks/backless shoes.
The academy will reserve the right to decide
what represents a trainer, even when the
retailer has marketed the shoe as suitable for
school.

Socks/Tights ● Plain black ankle socks (covering the
ankle bone)

● Plain black tights

● Coloured or patterned socks or tights
● Bare feet
● To wear white socks on PE days

Make Up ● Light foundation, light mascara, clear
lip gloss only

● Make up other than that listed
● Nail varnish
● Nail extensions
● False eyelashes

Jewellery ● Maximum of two small plain gold or
silver stud earrings (one in each ear)

● Medical earring (this counts as the
single earring)

● One wristwatch

● Extra or large jewellery of any kind
● Any facial or body piercing
● No accessories are to be worn

around the neck or attached to
clothing
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Hairstyles ● Conventional style
● Natural hair colours only
● Hair must be tied up on request for

all practical lessons

● Extremes of style (The academy
reserves the right to decide what is
extreme but invites students and
parents/carers to ask in advance if
they need guidance)

● Tram lines or other shaved shapes
● Unnatural colour
● Decorative attachments worn in the

hair
● Hair extensions
● ‘Barcodes’ in eyebrows

PE Kit Acceptable Not acceptable

Polo Shirt* ● Magna Academy regulation black polo
shirt (with logo)

● Any other t-shirt

Shorts^ ● Plain black non-logoed shorts (not lycra)
● Plain black skort*
● Must not be shorter than a hands width

above the knee (approx 4”)

● Shorter than a hand above the knee
(approx. 6”)

● Tight fitting shorts
● Lycra material

Tracksuit
bottoms^

● Plain black non-logoed tracksuit bottoms ● No logos/piping
● No other colour

Leggings*^ ● Only leggings purchased through the
Academy/Brigade via ParentPay

● Any other legging purchased.

PE Hoodie*^ ● Magna Academy blue PE Hoodie ● Alternative outer layers including coat
● Magna V-neck jumper

Socks ● Magna Academy black and blue football
socks

● White sport socks/trainer socks

● Non regulation football socks
● No other colour ankle/trainer socks

Trainers ● Running trainers or Astroturf shoes
(non-marking soles)

● Football boots when requested^

● Fashion sport footwear
● High tops
● Skate shoes
● Plimsolls

Extras^ ● A plain black base layer to be worn under
the black polo shirt

● Black hairband – all long hair must be tied
up during all PE lessons

● Water bottle highly recommended
● Shin pads
● Gum shield (can be purchased online via

ParentPay)

Drama Acceptable Not acceptable

Footwear ● Black non slip socks ● Bare feet
● Regular socks

*Purchased directly from Brigade, link can be found here and on the academy website.
^Non-compulsory item (no other items can be worn in place of these)
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6. Uniform exceptions
During extreme weather the Senior Leadership Team will take a sensible approach to allow for
exceptions, for example, allowing students to remove blazers in very hot temperatures or allowing
discreet base layers to be worn in extremely cold weather.

7.  Nearly new/Pre-owned Uniform

To help work towards achieving net zero carbon emissions, Magna Academy will ensure the
provision of affordable nearly-new uniform/pre-owned uniform is available. Encouraging families to
donate any uniform which their children have outgrown or no longer require can reduce waste, bring
down emissions from manufacturing new garments and ensure cost-effectiveness for families.
Donated items are available to purchase at affordable prices.

8. Sixth Form Dress Code Policy

Sixth Form students are role models for the rest of the Academy, and as such need to be smartly
presented at all times. Identity cards with lanyards must be visible at all times.

Dress Code – Business Attire
● Business Suit with trousers/skirt (skirts must be at least to the knee)
● Business Dress and jacket/blazer (sleeves must cover at least top quarter of arm)
● Shirt and tie
● Blouse or shirt
● Formal shoes - Leather or leather look

Students are encouraged to apply for a contribution of £50 towards business attire as part of the
Post 16 Bursary application process.

The following are not permitted:
● Casual style dresses such as those with very thin straps and strapless style top;
● Jumpers- with the exception of plain v neck jumpers under the jacket/blazer;
● Denim in any form
● Casual trousers – combats, track suits, leggings, fleeces, hoodies
● Shorts, cropped trousers, tight narrow legged trousers, leggings
● Sportswear (With the exception of BTEC Sport practical lessons)
● Trainers, canvas shoes, Vans, Kicker trainers or leisure shoes/pumps;
● Patterns or shapes cut into hair or eyebrows and brightly coloured hair; hats and caps
● Overly conspicuous jewellery - large earrings, necklaces
● Clothing made of sheer/transparent materials

Tattoos should not be visible. Visible body piercing is restricted to one stud in each ear.

9. Non Compliance

Please refer to our Behaviour Policy found here and on our Academy website.
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