
 POST-16 guidance for parents 

 Parents  and  carers  are  a  major  influence  on  their  children’s  career  aspirations,  planning  and 
 success.  The  advice  and  support  that  parents  and  carers  can  give  their  children  to 
 understand  their  interests  and  ambition  is  vital.  It  is  an  exciting  time  for  your  child,  but 
 making  choices  can  sometimes  seem  daunting.  Therefore,  it  is  important  to  research  and 
 understand  options  carefully.  As  a  general  rule,  students  should  choose  subjects  they  enjoy 
 and  are  good  at.  Students  should  also  consider  their  skills  set  and  again  play  to  their 
 strengths. 

 An  excellent  website  with  many  helpful  informative  articles  about  career  choices  at  every 
 stage of a child’s education can be found here: 
 https://www.parentalguidance.org.uk/making-choices 

 Post-16 options and the law 

 The  raising  of  the  participation  age  in  England  means  that,  whatever  your  child’s  next  step, 
 some form of study or training is compulsory until at least the age of 18. 
 Whether  your  child  is  aiming  towards  a  specific  career:  aspires  to  a  leading  university,  wants 
 to go straight into work or keep an open mind, there should be something to suit. 
 Therefore, their main choices are as follows: 

 ●  Remain at Magna Academy by joining our Sixth Form 
 ●  Join an alternative school/academy sixth form 
 ●  Join a college of further education 
 ●  Find an apprenticeship 

 Qualifications  are  at  different  levels,  therefore  it  is  important  that  you  understand  what  level 
 of qualification your child should progress to Post-16. 
 The level of qualification your child can study is dependent on their GCSE results: 

 ●  If your child achieves grades 1-3 at GCSE, after Year 11 your child should be 
 applying for Level 2 courses. 

 ●  If your child achieves grades 4-9 at GCSE, after Year 11 your child should be 
 applying for Level 3 courses. 

https://www.parentalguidance.org.uk/making-choices


 A-Levels - Level 3 qualifications 

 Short  for  Advanced  Level,  A-levels  come  after  GCSEs.  They  usually  focus  on  academic 
 subjects.  Students  choose  which  A-level  subjects  they  want  to  study  when  they  are  doing 
 their  GCSEs  and  admission  is  usually  dependent  on  their  GCSE  grades.  Students  typically 
 need  at  least  five  GCSE  (grades  4-9)  to  be  able  to  study  A-level  subjects.  Typically  students 
 need  a  grade  6  or  above  at  GCSE  in  the  subject  they  would  like  to  study  at  A-level.  This 
 varies depending on the school/academy or college, so this needs to be checked carefully. 
 Students  usually  study  three  or  more  A-levels  over  two  years  and  they  are  assessed  by  a 
 series of exams at the end of the course. 

 Further information about A-levels can be found here: 
 https://www.ucas.com/further-education/post-16-qualifications/qualifications-you-can- 
 take/levels 

 BTECs - Level 2 and 3 qualifications 

 BTEC  stands  for  the  Business  and  Technology  Education  Council. 
 BTECs  are  specialist  work-related  qualifications.  They  combine  practical  learning  with 
 subject and theory content. There are over 2,000 BTEC qualifications across 16 sectors. 
 BTEC  Firsts  are  available  from  entry  level  to  Level  2  (similar  standard  to  GCSEs).  These 
 offer  an  introduction  to  work  in  a  vocational  sector  .  Combined  with  other  qualifications,  these 
 can enable your child to go on to further study, to an apprenticeship, or into employment. 

 BTEC  Nationals  are  available  from  Level  3  (similar  standard  to  A  levels).  Many  of  these  are 
 well  regarded  by  universities,  further  education  colleges  and  employers.  A  BTEC  National 
 qualification  can  lead  to  employment,  continuing  study  or  professional  development 
 programmes. 

 The  course  involves  a  series  of  assignments  which  can  be  written  or  activity-based;  for 
 example  creating  a  film  clip,  planning  and  putting  on  a  performance  or  creating  a  business 
 plan.  Students  complete  some  assignments  individually  and  some  as  part  of  a  team.  For 
 some  BTEC  courses,  students  can  also  apply  their  knowledge  and  skills  through  work 
 experience. BTECs also require examinations as part of the assessment process. 

 Apprenticeships - Level 2 or 3 qualifications 

 An  apprenticeship  is  a  genuine  job  with  training,  meaning  students  can  earn  while  they  learn 
 and  gain  a  nationally  recognised  qualification.  Apprenticeships  are  now  available  up  to 
 degree  level  and  beyond.  Over  70  national  universities  are  currently  offering  a  range  of 
 degree  apprenticeships,  with  more  to  be  confirmed  throughout  the  year.  Apprenticeships 
 provide  excellent  progression  opportunities,  whether  students  are  looking  to  study  further  or 
 climb  the  ranks  within  the  workplace  with  Increased  future  earning  potential.  Apprenticeships 
 are available to anyone over the age of 16, living in England. 
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 There are different entry requirements depending on the sector  and job. Visit  GOV.UK/ 
 apply-apprenticeship.  You can search by a keyword (i.e job role, occupation type or 
 apprenticeship level) and by location. Once the right job comes up, your child can register on 
 the website and follow the step-by-step instructions to apply for the role. 

 Further information about apprenticeships: 
 https://amazingapprenticeships.com/ 

 Careerpilot 

 To help your child make their Post-16 choices and to start to learn about the many different 
 careers that they could follow, we will be using Careerpilot, an online career advisory tool,  in 
 our personal development programme. Your child can access Careerpilot at any point from 
 the academy or at home. Careerpilot also has a fantastic site to support parents to help then 
 understand their child’s different options: 
 https://www.careerpilot.org.uk/parent-zone/all-questions/useful-links-to-career-related 
 -sites-for-parhttps://careerpilot.org.uk/parent-zoneents 

 And here:  https://careerpilot.org.uk/parent-zone 
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