
 

 

 

5th January 2021 

 

 

 

Dear Parents/Carers 
 
As you may be aware, last night the Prime Minister announced that a new national lockdown 
will come into force on Wednesday 6 January. During the period of national lockdown, schools 
will remain open to vulnerable children and the children of critical workers only. All other 
students will learn remotely until February half term. Whilst we were a little surprised to hear 
that the closure is coming at such short notice, we have been working behind the scenes in 
possible preparation for this.  We will keep our website updated with any information about 
the date of reopening. 
 
Public Exams 
 
The public vocational exams scheduled to take place in January will still go ahead as planned. 
These examinations are for our students studying BTEC courses and they have already 
received their statement of entry from Mrs Ellaway (Exams Officer). Students must arrive 30 
minutes before the scheduled start time on their timetable and report to student reception. 
Students will then be dismissed and leave the academy site immediately after the exam has 
finished. 
 
During the announcement there was mention that the government does not think it is possible 
for exams to go ahead fairly this summer. The Secretary of State for Education will be asking 
Ofqual to consult rapidly on an approach for alternative arrangements that will allow students 
to progress fairly, in light of the recent announcement. As soon as we are informed by the 
government we will write to parents to explain how student grades will be awarded this year.  
 
We would like to reassure students and their families in Years 11 and 13, that we have up to 
date information on how each student has been progressing in their examination subjects prior 
to Christmas. Subject teachers/leaders will closely monitor how your child is working remotely 
from home over this half term, which may contribute to how student grades will be awarded 
this year if required. It is important that you encourage your child to continue to work hard over 
the coming months to support their learning, to achieve their best possible outcomes this 
summer. 
 
Due to the academy closure all mock examinations scheduled for this term will be cancelled. 
When we have a definite return to the academy plan for all students from the Department of 
Education, we will share with you the plan to assess students who have missed out on their 
mock examinations this half term.  
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Vulnerable students and children of critical workers 
 
Vulnerable children and the children of critical workers are expected to be able to continue to 
access on-site education provision. Many parents working in these sectors may be able to 
ensure their child is kept at home, and every child who can be safely cared for at home and 
access remote learning should do so. If you believe your child is in one of these groups please 
use the following link to complete a Google form to let us know if they will be attending the 
academy. A list of the eligible categories can be found within the form itself. Any student 
attending the academy must wear their full academy uniform each Monday, but their full and 
correct Academy PE kit for the remainder of the week. 
 
For those students on site, hot food will be available at lunch time, with students eligible for 
Free School Meals receiving a healthy snack at break time also. Please can families not in 
receipt of Free School Meals ensure their child is sent to the academy with either a packed 
lunch or enough funds on their ParentPay account to purchase hot food at lunchtime. In 
addition, can you please send your child with a healthy nut-free snack and bottle of water.  

It is important that parents/carers that have registered intended attendance for vulnerable 
children or children of critical workers inform the academy before 9am on the student absence 
line 01202 606890 before any day of absence on any day where parents have requested they 
be in the academy.  

Remote Learning 
 
For all other students whose parents are not classified as critical workers or are not vulnerable 
children, the academy is closed. Remote education will be provided through resources 
available via Google Classroom. Students should follow their usual timetable and endeavour 
to hand in all of their work, which will be set as assignments with a deadline, so that their 
teachers can check it has been completed. In addition students will also have access to 
Hegarty Maths and Tassomai which provides activities in English, Maths and Science. We 
also encourage students to continue self-quizzing using their Knowledge Organisers, following 
their daily homework timetable. As students will not have access to their DEAR books, we 
would encourage them to read for pleasure for at least 30 minutes every day - this can be any 
age-appropriate text for your child.  
 

Teachers will provide whole-class feedback to students in line with our academy marking 
policy - weekly for core subjects and fortnightly for foundation subjects. This will include details 
of what students are doing well and what they need to do to improve. Each group will also be 
set a weekly quiz on Google Classroom; this will help us to monitor your child’s progress and 
engagement. Students and teachers may also use the ‘stream’ on Google Classroom to 
communicate with each other about the work, as well as the private comments function if they 
prefer (also available for Hegarty Maths and Tassomai).  
 
As a reminder, a Google Classroom Guidance Video which provides an overview of how to 
perform key functions is available at this link. If after accessing the support materials, families 
are still having trouble accessing Google classroom they should contact the relevant Head of 
Year. Paper based work packs are only available by request for those families without any 
access to Google Classroom. 
 
  

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSedhH9CvyDiGqioro4C98S-8arM70EZ9LY1JxFpRsW-IBi6-A/viewform
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1spRv7ZkbZM_YMxhe9wRgPH1UiT18eENq/view?usp=drivesdk
https://www.magna-aspirations.org/605/contacting-your-head-of-year
https://www.magna-aspirations.org/605/contacting-your-head-of-year
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In support of students working from home, a form tutor or member of the Phoenix Team will 
make a pastoral phone call to every student, one per fortnight, before they return to the 
academy site. The purpose of the call will be to welcome students back after the Christmans 
break, check on wellbeing, to answer any questions they may have and to offer advice and 
guidance regarding learning from home. It is likely that calls you will receive will be from a 
withheld number so please do your best to answer it.  
 
 
Communication and Safeguarding 
 
Even during a period of academy closure, our primary concern is the safety of our students. 
The academy office will be open this week to take any calls or email enquiries you may have. 
However, from Monday 11th January due to reduced staff on site we ask that you make 
contact with the relevant Head of Year. During the closure period the office email address 
office@magna-aspirations.org can be used to contact the academy for general urgent queries 
but please do not use this for day to day contact with teachers. This address will be monitored 
daily by staff from the academy. Students can make contact with teachers that remain fit and 
well via Google classrooms. 
 
Mrs Orchard is our fully trained designated lead for safeguarding. We are fortunate to have a 
number of fully trained safeguarding deputies including Mrs Fraser who will remain the initial 
point of contact for any urgent safeguarding concerns. The contact number for Mrs Fraser and 
the safeguarding team, during the academy day is 01202 606887. Alternatively for non-urgent 
queries, you can make contact with the team via email safeguarding@magna-aspirations.org, 
however please allow up to 48 hours for a response.  
 
In addition, and during out of academy hours, please contact the Family Information Directory 
on 01202 261999 should you need safeguarding support. 
 
 

Testing for Covid 19 
 
As I explained in my last letter we have been working hard to implement the coronavirus 
(COVID-19) testing programme within the academy. Staff involved have undergone training 
and we are hoping to begin the testing of both staff and vulnerable students/children of critical 
workers on site later this week. I will write to parents of these students separately in order to 
request consent for the tests to go ahead.   
 
Throughout this period, all of our students should continue to comply with the rules set out by 
the government. For those vulnerable students and children of critical workers on site we will 
continue to strictly adhere to social distancing, excellent hygiene and the wearing of face 
coverings in communal areas. Year group bubbles will also continue to be in place.  
  

mailto:office@magna-aspirations.org
mailto:safeguarding@magna-aspirations.org
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I do hope that this is the beginning of the end as the vaccine becomes more widely available. 
I wish you well during this very challenging time and look forward to seeing all of our students 
again as soon as we are able to reopen the academy fully. Thank you in advance for your 
ongoing support and cooperation. 
 
Yours Sincerely   

 
Ms N Ullah 

Principal 


